IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of: )

)
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ) Administrative Order
TASK FORCE ON PUBLIC ) No. 2024 - 181
COMMUNICATIONS )

)

)

A knowledge and trust gap currently exists nationwide and in Arizona regarding the role of
courts, the meaning of court decisions, and the wide variety of court programs available. We must
narrow the knowledge gap and increase public awareness to ensure meaningful access to our
courts. Thus, “Maintaining Public Trust and Confidence” is the second goal of the Arizona
Judicial Branch'’s strategic agenda, . . . and Justice for All.

Many people write about the courts and court decisions in myriad of mediums.
Unfortunately, some of the information imparted is incomplete, misleading, or simply inaccurate.
The Judicial Branch must take some responsibility for this circumstance. We have traditionally
been reluctant to speak out about courts and court decisions. We also have not kept up with current
ways many people get their information and news. But the courts can no longer afford to maintain
a passive role in communicating with Arizonans. Instead, we must act proactively to increase the
public’s awareness of the constitutional role of the judicial branch and to ensure that information
provided about courts, court decisions, and court programs is easily accessible, timely, relevant,
and accurate.

Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. The Task Force on Public Communications is established.

2. The Task Force shall:

a. Develop a platform for timely reporting on significant rulings and court
decisions that affect Arizonans. These rulings and decisions will generally
come from Arizona courts but may also be issued by non-Arizona courts. The
platform should include various media, including video, social media, and
public access links, and communicate in a manner designed to reach as many
people as possible.

b. Examine and recommend ways to increase public awareness of the Arizona
courts’ role in our democracy and to improve understanding and perception of



the judicial branch. This examination should include exploring the usefulness
of video or audio podcasts, any interaction with secondary and adult education,
and how to promote judicial involvement in public speaking and listening
opportunities.

c. Recommend the best way to structure and offer a civics academy to educate the
public about the role and operations of the judicial branch.

d. Recommend the best way to offer training for the media on how to access and
read judicial information.

e. Examine and recommend the need for a permanent committee dedicated to
assisting the courts with public communications.

f. Examine and recommend the utility of assembling a Junior Council comprised
of middle-school and/or high school students to advise the Task Force and any
permanent committee as needed on the best way to communicate with children
and young adults about courts.

g. In the Chair’s discretion, consider and recommend other changes promoting
effective communication with and education of the public.

The Task Force may present recommendations to the Chief Justice as they

are finalized. Nevertheless, the Task Force shall present an interim report and
recommendations to the Chief Justice by May 1, 2025. The Task Force shall
present a final report and recommendations to the Chief Justice by December 1,
2025.

The individuals listed in Appendix A are appointed as members of the Task
Force effective immediately and ending December 31, 2025. The Chief Justice
may appoint additional members as necessary.

Task Force meetings shall be scheduled at the discretion of the Chair. All meetings
shall comply with the Arizona Code of Judicial Administration § 1-202: Public
Meetings.

The Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide staff for the Task Force and
shall assist the Task Force in developing recommendations and preparing the

reports.

Dated this 11" day of September, 2024.



ANN A. SCOTT TIMMER
Chief Justice



